
BRIEF 
HISTORICAL REVIEW 

The city of Soyil wos built in o va/ley of ogricult urolly 
suitoble londs neor the end of the Lote Clossic ond Eorly 
Terminal Clossic penod (800 AD to 950 AD). lt is estimoted 

thot it streched over s squore kilometers (1.9 squore miles) 
ond tho t, between the 8th and 10th centuries AD (its 
period of occupotion) held o populotion of 10,000 

inhobitonts. Archoeologico l evidence suggests thot its 

inhob itonts first settled on o site known os Chook 11, locoted 
o few kilome ters from the Palacio Nor te (Nor th Poloce), 
where there is one of the few sources of fresh water in the 
region. Chaak Cave. 

The foct thot the oncient Moyos preferred to settle in the 
va/ley (where the soil wos more fertile), thon where they 
hod occess to the water, tells us how importon t 

agriculture wos for its inhobitonts, who formed in p!ots, in 
city fields ond in the odjocent volleys. 

DISCOVER IT 
YOURSELF 
9 Stela g or Nohochkep 

St ela g, also known as the Nohoc hkep, is located a few met ers 
south of El Mirador. Although eroded in it s upper part, it depicts a 
naked man with a phallus of excessive proporti ons, possibly 
relat ed to rituals of fertilit y and abundance. 

Is wor th notin g that, far the Mayas not only th e ferti lity of 
farmland was important , but also the fertilit y of men and wo men, 
as a large number of childr en means a greater wo rk for ce. 

Stelae were erected depicting importont lords, probobly 
the rulers of the CJty However, orchoeologicol evidence o/so 
suggests tho t they ruled, ot leost in port, by shoring 
politicol ond religio us power wi th other lineoges . 
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OUTSTANDING 
STRUCTURE 
9 Gran Palacio or 
Palacio Norte (Great 
Palace or North Palace) 
The North Palace is an impressive multi-room 
building located atthe north end ofthe 
settlement. lt was built over severa! periods, yet 
the Maya managed to keep it unified by 
reproducing the porticos, entrances, false 
co rridors, col umn s a nd mascaro ns with s nake 
motifs found on the second level. This solution 
has been considered a tenet of architectural 
design. The columns are the most outstanding 
element of the entire building, as they are not 
on ly present in the porticos, but are found 
throughout the pala ce in the form of reeds. 
Thanks to ali these considerations, Sayil's 
builders managed to create harmony between 
the different stages of construction. 

The palace was the center of the political, 
admin istrative and religious activity of the city, 
though the existence of a kitchen in the 
northwest comer indica tes that the building 
also served as a dwelling for the rulers. 



ARCHITECTURE 
The city comprises of severa/ importont groups of mosonry 

structures connected by stone roods following o 
north-south axis of olmost o kilometer ond o holf 

(opproximotely 0.9 miles). Between the groups there were 

polm ond stick houses. Among these ore lorge tracts of 

fertile lond, which must hove been used for crops for local 

consumption. This is why the Puuc cities were considered 

true gorden cities. 

Although Soyil's orchitects hod greot design ochievements, 

construction techniques ond moteriols ore of lower quolity 

thon those of neighboring sites such os Lobná, Koboh ond 

even Xlopok. 
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SOME KEY NUMBERS 

G lts range of inAuence is estimated at more than 70 square 
70 kilomete rs (approximately 27 square miles). 

& The popu lat ion reached 10,000 in its core and 7,000 in 
10,000 the periphery . 

... 
-.!: lt was occup ied for 200 years, wh ich makes it one of the 

200 cities that were inhabited for least time in the Puuc region. 

~l_) To assemble the masks of the Great Palace, the Maya used 
100 moret han1oopieces. 

YOU CAN'T MISS ... 

• While traveling the Puuc route, do not miss the chance to visit 
the town of Santa Elena. One of the main attractions of the 
village is its 16t h century church, where you will find a museum 
that holds the only mummies ever found in the region. 

• Los Ceibos potte ry workshop, located in Muna, makes 
excellent crafts and reproductions of archaeological pieces, 
and its owne rs have helped recover the pre-Columbian 
trad ition of polychrome pottery. 
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