The venue of the Museum of Guadalupe was formerly the
apostolic school known as the Former College of Nuestra
Sefiora de Guadalupe, founded on January 12, 1707, by Fray
Antonio Margil de Jesus, It became a missionary
trained numerous groups of friars as missionaries who w

; and the southern United States. >
than two hundred years, these missionaries established cities
along the historic route of the Camino Real de Tierra Adentro
(Royal Inland Road).

59 when the Decree of Secularization displaced nuns and
friars, the building was used for different purposes: a match
factory, an arts and crafts school, stables and a children’s
hospice. Meanwhile the Frar an order preserved the
church and another part of the building. In 1917 this building
became the Museum of Antiguities of the former Convent
of Guadalupe and its first director was the painter Manuel
Pastrana.

In 1939 it was transferred to jurisdiction of the Instituto
Nacional de Antropologia e Historia; and in 2010 it was
declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site as a Cultural Itinerary
that is part of the Historic Route of the Royal Inland Road.

The iconography summarizes the principal Franciscan devotions:
Saint Joseph and the Virgin of Guadalupe, patrons of New
Spain, while she is also patron of the school; Saint Francis of
Assisi, the order's founder; the Holy Trinity displaying the divine
unity of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; and Saint Michael the
Archangel, also the patron of the school. It is worth mentioning
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by Miguel Cabrera (cape) in the Basilica of Guadalupe in Mexico City.

The collection of the Museum of Guadalupe is represented Pause to take in the colossal Baroque paintings in the Majestic
by the finest artists of Baroque New Spain. On the Majestic Stairway and stroll through the spaces in this emblematic
Stairway built between 1750 and 1770 are enormous Franciscan edifice to travel back to its glorious past.

canvases by artists in New Spain Nicolds Rodriguez Judrez,

José de |barra, Miguel Cabrera, and José Rios Arnaez.

One of the most representative pieces in this remarkable

Baroque space is the painting of the Patronage of the

Virgin of Guadalupe by Miguel Cabera.

In this iconic painting, the Virgin of Guadalupe is depicted

in the center of the composition, symbolizing Franciscan

missionary work in New Spain. The Virginis upheld by

Saint Francis, whose cape shelters the friars who came ?

from Spain, led by Fray Antonio Linds, on the viewer’s left; : More than - rmanent exhibit halls,
meanwhile, the founders of this school are on the right side,

with the group headed by Fray Antonio Margil de JesUs.
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ESSENTIALS
GROUND FLOOR @ A space highlighting the museum'’s first director, the
GROUND FLOOR painter Manuel Pastrana, with a collection unique in
Mexico
It has more than twenty permanent exhibition b 1 Q Cloister of Saint Francis
aaiistien. wler sumrEesAuEhE) ® The gallery on the Royal Inland Road showcases
& } : 9 eyaliviand Roao eight historical examples of diverse means of
The Chaoir of the former College of Guadalupe, ' Ml trarsport dating 4o the eishieenth 16 twentiet)
with a sculptural group and exceptional paintings o | s G Expresarte Play Gallery c[ejrlmlJr'LiE['S. ine to the eigteentiyto twentieh
‘ e 4 Do '
® The gallery A Look at the Barogue, with ! _-“Tt-!:!'_E-H;_H‘ - I
emblematic works of art from New Spain, attests . - maEm b=
to the creative spirit of viceregal Mexico. =]
- = E
@® Theseries on The Passion of Christ by Gabriel José : 5 3
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