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" \ N S an included replicas of the Codex of Cholula and graphic material
from colonial times, such as the “Stoning” Manuscript that
gives visitors a broader view of everyday life in the early years
of the colonial period.
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The Cholula Site Museum is located on the north side of
the Great Pyramid and it was originally built after two long
excavation seasons in the zone. The first, from September
1931 to 1956, focused primarily on the exploration in the
interior of the Great Pyramid via tunnels. The second season,
from 1965 to late 1972, revealed the south and west sides
of the great platform. Its objective was to show visitors

the excavation results from these two long seasons and to
facilitate comprehension of the site by including a model
showing that what looks like a hill was actually the result of
different construction stages encasing earlier phases.
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After remaining virtually unchanged for almost thirty years,

in 1998 the exhibition galleries were restructured. The space
was conditioned to include a replica of the site’s murals and
the number of pieces on display was augmented by adding
vessels and offerings from salvage archaeology conducted in
recent years in the urban zones of San Pedro and San Andrés
Cholula. Also photos in addition to captions in Spanish and
English were added.

TURA

The base of the Cholula pyramid is the largestin the
world

9 Great Pyramid Model

To explore the Great Pyramid, about eight kilometers
(almost 5 miles) of tunnels had to be excavated,
following the contour of the different buildings

As part of the Site Museum's display, an architectural model
shows the construction phases of the Great Pyramid, part of
which can be seen by entering the tunnels that crisscross the
interior of the monument. For a clearer understanding of the
pyramid, visitors should start with the museum and then go
through the tunnels.

Renowned for its polychrome pottery

tis considered a sacred and commercial city of great
importance in Mesoamerica

Another one of the museum’s attractions is the scale replica of a
fragment of the mural known as The Drinkers and another of The
Grasshoppers.

Where to see it?

The model of the pyramid is in Room 1 and the mural replicas are
in Room 3.

The exhibition displays some of the materials recovered from
the archaeological zone, the Great Pyramid interior, the Patio of
the Altars, as well as in the San Pedro and San Andrés Cholula
area from the supervision of construction work or other salvage
archaeological projects conducted before residents built
housing.
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