BRIEF
HISTORICAL REVIEW

! Fmonumenta ]
1 the following stand out: Northern Group, Group
of the Columns, el Adobe oel Ca!vano Group. Arroyo
' e TOPONYM Mitla or Mictlan meaning “place of dead”
in Nahuatl, in Zapotec Lyobaa “resting
place” and in Mixtec Nuu Ndiyi “place

of the dead”
CULTURE Zapotec
PERIOD Late Postclassic
TIMESPAN g50 to 1521 AD

DISCOVER IT
YOURSELF

South Group and Adobe Group are ceremonial complexes with ' . ' 9 Grou p of the Columns
central plazas and surrounding mounds. Arroyo, the Columns _ Gl
and the Iglesia Groups are residential palace type complexes built : i . ST N It has two plazas, one to the north and one the south. The
around square courtyards. i . northern complex contains the Hall of Columns, a large
' chamber with huge monolithic columns that once held the

QThe Church GrOUp S ~E : . : - S —— roof and which gave it its name.

Through a passageway located in this hall you can access the
Main Palace, in which we find the Patio de las Grecas, named
forits frets made with mosaics of carved stones that form
geometric patterns of great complexity. The polished stones
are interlocked without any mortar, a trait that make these
mosaic walls unique in their kind.

OUTSTANDING
STRUCTURE

This group consists of a quadrangular court surrounded hy
palace- like buildings that are characterized by their carved stone
mosaics with varied geometric designs. Codice-type pictorial
documents of the ancient inhabitants of Mitla were found in
these buildings. The group was named “de |a Iglesia” ("of the
Church”) due to the Catholic church of St. Paul the Apc:stle_. built
by the Dominican friars on the ruins of the temple.

The South Plaza contains palace-like buildings in which
cross-shaped tombs of important Zapotec priests and
monarchs have been found. The walls of both tombs are
decorated with panels and mosaic fretwork. The northern
tomb is characterized by a monolithic stone column that
supports the roof and which has been named by the locals:
“the column of life.”
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ARCHITECTURE | i DID YOU KNOW...?

0 The Church Group

ik, which

— Mitla was a Zapotec ceremonial center, only
nd one of a

The Group surpassed in the region by Monte Alban.
of Columns
The facades are adorned with mosaics of polished
The Adoble Group stone framed by double scapular panels, which
or Calvario have been dated 300 years before the arrival of the

Spaniards.
Q The Arroyo Group i
y 9 The South Group There gre 14 fret designs identified so far, these are
ther, forming the beautiful mosaic that adorns found in various structures of the complex.

The frets were made in superimpo
Upon the arrival of the Spaniards, they destroyed
1 Crafts temples and used the stones to build the present

. church of San Pablo, dating from the 16th century.
2 Parking lot

3 Museum Frissel In the Church Group there are remains of codex type
4 City Hall mural painting.
5

Market

SOME KEY NUMBERS

Administrative buildings and the dwellings
of high-ranking figures are found in the
Northern, Columns and Arroyo Complexes.
These elements are part of the great
Zapotec architectural tradition begun in
Monte Alban.
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