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The archaelogical site of Tepatlaxco is Al e B

considered cultural heritage of both
Mexico and the state of Puebla. The site is
also noteworthy for its natural riches and
attractive scenery.
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PLACE NAME The archaeological site gets its name w MAI N ATTR ACTI ON
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from the nearby town. The toponym
Tepatlaxco comes from the Nahuatl
language and has two possible

meanings: Notice the distribution of the structures that formed the core . e T ¢ S Cristobal Tenatlax

1) tecpan- (palace), tlach- (ballcourt), of this ancient settlement. You can see the site is situated on xnen you ERIT TRl AR ARCISRR GL R B B e
_ the slopes of Totolqueme Hill, nestled in an enclosure formed you can see the great hill known as Totolqueme to the north and

and-co (place suffix), which could by the ravir El Lindero to the west and that of San Miguel at the summit, a prominent mound that must have served as an
be translated as “In the place of the to the. eLast. Thee sikes Dﬂ’er:s a_émw.'ee[Jilwc [:1ar;ora_|.na oftch{: ands astronomical observatory. In the archaeological site, three major
palace ballcourt”; around the site: the volcanoes Popoc?ltépetl and lztaccihuatl, platforms do_minalte the Shre. Mound A, which measur:es 38 mat the:*
2) tepa (stone wall), -tla (abundance the mountain La Malinche, the former Hacienda of Chautla, base_by.g min height, m'ght. hz—wg ser\re.d asa 'palace” asalluded to n
s, e (Face), anel <co (place the archaeological site of Xochitécat], as well as Mendocinas the site’s place name. Remains of a fragmented floor of burned mud

. and stone were found at the top of this pyramidal platform. An empty
suffix), which could be translated the convergence of culture and nature, where visitors can cist was found here, measuring 2 m in length by 1.20 m in width, and
as “Place of much rocky ground or se;' ancie'r'lt arcvl'ritpc{ural rt;main: o I;":ral;‘l:jra-ﬁnd Sy 8o cm deep. Beside it stands the East Talud (sloping wall), with a base
many stone enclosures.” cha:iracteristi:: of tf;e regior;. ’ o measuring about 60 m by g m in height. Another major structure is

C'_L:JLTUR'E Aichacological cvidene ngicatesthe Mound 5, which seems to be superimposed on the Talud.

site pertained to populations with a
local cultural traditional, but not under

and Totolqueme hills. Finally, the archaeological site embodies

PERIOD Olmec influence as stated in the past.

The site was probably contemporary
with settlements in the Tlaxcala block
and the Puebla-Tlaxcala Block, mainly
with those of ancient Huejotzingo, from
the Middle Preclassic and Protoclassic.

DATES The site has occupation dating to
between 8oo BC and AD 100.




ARCHITECTURE

The ceremonial zone is composed of mine platforms
ranging from 2.5 m to 9.0 m in height. It is believed they
served residential and ceremonial functions. Sloped
terraces on a different level from the ravines were
probably planned to avoid flooding, while also serving
social, religious, and commercial purposes.

The inhabitants used a variety of construction materials,
including limestone blocks, river stones, slabs, mud,
terracotta, and some type of mortar. Some of its
innovations seem to have been the use of wall surfacing
resembling stucco that covered the pyramidal platforms,
and mud floors such as those found on the top of
Mound A, terraces, and patios.
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DID YOU KNOW THAT...

The archaeological site of Tepatlaxco was explored
in 1980 by archaeologists Rosalba Delgadillo and
Andrés Santana.

The site is better known to locals as “Los Cerritos”
for the number of mounds enclosed in the
protected core of the ceremonial area.

Before archaeologists uncovered this

archaeological site, locals believed there was an

“enchanted church” buried here, because as legend

ita Cruz - would have it, the tolling of bells could be heard on
kil e this site.

o the
(the Holy Cross) on the summit of

In 2006 near the zone, remains were found of
what was believed to be the mammoth species
SRS Dot : _ Mammuthus columbi, preserved because it was
iddin o riag Y AT bds 2o embedded in a stone wall on the edge of the

' B 58 ' ravine. However, given the complexity of access and
anthropogenic damage, the fossil remains have
disappeared.

EiEn : 'I_'l gkl gl W8 P e i s - A number of legends surround the archaeological
. e N Rt site, such as that of the doors of time, the golden
bird, and the wolf’s den, among others.

Every year to celebrate the day of Santa Cruz (the
Holy Cross) in May, locals climb to the top of the hill
to the Mound of Totolqueme, where there is a large

cross and a Christ.



