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DISCOVER IT

YOURSELF
Q@ The Hieroglyphic Altar

When climbing the stairs of the great base, the first element that
catches our eye is the incredible, facade of the Codz Pop full of
masks. Therefore, it is easy to overlook the small quadrangular
structure that lies on the center of this plaza. A more detailed
observation will reveal the presence of an altar covered on its
four sides with hieroglyphic writing, which is very rare in the
region,

The meaning of these hieroglyphs remains a mystery, since they

were dynamited in the late nineteenth century, thus losing the

order of the reading elements. However, two glyphs have been

identified which associate Kabah with the ruler of Uxmal known

as Lord Chaak.
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control of the Santa Elena Valley. Its majestic
architecture makes this World Heritage Site essential to
know and preserve.

& GETTING

THERE

From Merida, take the
road 261 towards
Campeche. The

archaeological zone is
located at Km o1,
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This building was the core of ceremonial activity during the city's

heyday. Its hierarchy is mar
base and a battlement that doubled its height. Its

by its central position, its individual

ation has

hundreds of Chaak masks that covered the four sides during the
first moment of its history. It must have served as a House of
Spells, where the priests communicated with the gods, Later, the
Mayans built a new wing with thirteen more enclosures, The
central element is the lattices that create a framework which has
been construed as a large mat, symbol of political power. Seven

representations of the same characte

this element.

Due to these items,

(King of Kabah)

it has been sugested that this part of the

building must have served as a Popol Nah or Council House.
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ARCHITECTURE

It seems that in this city, Mayan architects preferred to
group their constructions in sets separated by enormous
platforms on which open spaces and buildings were
organized. One aspect that must be emphasized is that the
three main groups of the settlement were built using the
highest parts of the land. This use of the topography makes
the stairs play a very important role on the site
organization, since through them, the Maya managed to
give the architectural spaces a public or restricted nature.

As in other places in the region, its buildings are made of
stone mosaics whose pieces shaped repetitive speeches
with which the ruling classes legitimized their power. The
masks of Chaak, god of the rain, the lattices and, in the
later periods, the anthropomorphic sculptures, are specially
noticeable,

_WHICH IS THE BEST VIEWPOINT? :
From the main entrance of the archaeological site you can'see =~
the Codz Pop, the Palace and the Teocalli. :

MUST-SEE

Q Codz Pop
Q Palace
e The Arc

W N OO A W N

South Pyramid

Saché 2

Quadrangle

Teocalli

Building of the Columns
House of the Royal
Badge The Great
Pyramid Early Group
Group of the Viewpoint
Red Hands Building
Sacbé to Uxmal

DID YOU KNOW...?

SOME FIGURES

There is a sacbé (stone road) that connects
Kabah with Uxmal.

Many of the stones in the Building of the
Columns were used to build the Santa Ana
Hacienda.

There's a legend that claims the Dwarf who
ruled Uxmal was from Kabah.

Kabah is the original name of the site and is
mentioned in the book of Chilam Balam of
Chumayel, written in the 16th century.

Although corn was the main source of food
throughout Mesoamerica, its inhabitants did
not consume tortillas, but rather prepared
corn as atole, tamales and pozole.

J '\ The sacbé that unites this city with Uxmal is

18000 2pprox mately 18,000 meters long

Pop had 446 Chaak masks in its

]
w The masks representing the god of rain comprise 34

o
34 assembled pieces,

YOU CAN'T MISS...

te, do not miss the chance to

of the main attractions of this
here you will find a museum
found in the region,
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