
BRIEF 
HISTORICAL REVIEW 

This ancient pre-Hispan/e settlement is one of the 16 
currently open to the public in the state of Campeche. lts 
earliest occupation is located near the beginning of our 
time during the Late Preclassic period (300 B.C. - A.O. 
250), although its peak dates back to the Late Classic (A.O. 

550-700) and the Terminal (A.O. 700-1150) periods, when 
their last monumental constructions were carried out. 

The nucleus of the settlement is formed by five 

architectural sets, among which stands the central or 
Group A, whose square is bound by a building located in 
each cardinal point: Structure I to the west, 11 to the east, 111 
and IIIA located to the north and IV located to the south. In 
Group B, the presence of Structures VI and VII with 
different construction stages stands out. Group C presents 
the buildings X to XIII, XI being one of the oldest of the 
place. Final/y, Group D displays the beautifully 

ornamented, two-level Structure XX. 

DISCOVER IT 
YOURSELF 
9 Structure 1 
lt is an elongated building wit h two rows ofthr ee roo ms each 
and two side enclosures wh ich c lose the west side of th e main 
Plaza. lt is f1anked by two large t owe rs with rounded corne rs th at 
were decorated w ith frontal masks, and have simulated steps 
that lead t o fa lse temples. lts main facade has three entr ances to 
the si des of which are masks remn ants. 

9 Structure VI 

lt is located sout heast of th e nucleus. lts main access staircase is 
located on the central part of thi s building; th ere are other 
smaller sta irs t o its east side. On its central facade there are 
waterfalls of masks in profile and vest iges of a zoomorphic 
mask on its upper part , besides remnants of sto newo rk 
crowni ng th e cei ling. During th e excavations, fragments of 
anth ropomo rphi c faces and st ylized mot ifs in stu cco were 
recovered w ith traces of paint, mainly in red co lor. 

9 Structure XX 

To the north west of the main Plaza, you can see thi s almost 
quadrangular f1oored two-leve l build ing, th e lower level of w hich 
has 11 rooms and the upper one four; several of them have 
banquettes decorated with rosettes fr aming human faces. lt has 
an interior stairway which is separated sideways, allow ing access 
to th e upper rooms from the outside. The main facade consists 
of an integra l zoomorphic cover at each of the levels; th e upper 
one reaches the ends w ith cascades of masks in volume, and was 
crowned by stonew rok. Part ial zoomorphic remains are seen on 
the lateral and posterior facades. 



OUTSTANDING 
STRUCTURE 
9 Structure 11 
Located on the eastern sector of the central Plaza, it's a building 
w ith eight rooms distributed on one level built on a platform. lts 
central facade is richly decorated with a huge mask representing 
the Mayan deity ltzamná. Access to this structure is made up of a 
mouth, on the upper side are the teeth , over which the nose, the 
eyes with strabismus and the eyebrow of the character can be 
seen, as well as the earmuffs placed on the sides, giving the 
impression of a gigantic face with open jaws. The access 
platform is slightly raised and represents the lower jaw. The sides 
are decorated wit h cascades of masks made up of stone mosaic 
th at were covered with stucco and painted with severa! colors, 
predominantly deep red. There are sti ll sorne red-painted glyphs 
that refer to the Mayan city's ancient rulers li neage. 

ARCHITECTURE 
The earliest architecture located on the site dates back to 

the beginnings of the Classical era, and is comprised of 
simple platforms with little volume, which held rooms made 

of limestone foundations that once held walls and ceilings 

of perishable materials. 

However, in its heyday the site was character ized by Río 

Bec architecture of its main buildings from the Late Classic 
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and Terminal period. In them there is a central building 

flanked by towers equipped with simulated staggered 

bodies and staircases that lead to templates devoid of 

practica/ function. Likewise, the decoration on the facades 

is profuse as it is made with integral masks placed at the 

center, or otherwise arranged in cascade on both sides of 

the accesses. These masks are of Chenes influence and 

represent the Mayan god creator known as ltzamná. 
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SOME FIGURES .. 
12 

12 buildings are uncovered. 

" 2 
2 build1ngs have integral zoomorph1c facades. 

900 
lt was h1dde11 111 the Jungle for about 900 years 
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